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Police

Promote Three

(ourtesy photos show Officer ladarola, Sergeant (leary and Lieutenant Libertini being sworn in by Town Clerk

Lisa Bergh during their recent promotion ceremony.

On Tuesday, February 24, 2026,
the Bethel Police Department held
a promotional ceremony for three
officers: Officer Michael Iadarola
has been promoted to Sergeant,
Sergeant Adam Cleary has been
promoted to Lieutenant and

Lieutenant Michael Libertini has
been promoted to Deputy Chief.

In a statement, the Department
said “Congratulations to you all on
your promotions and we wish you

1

the best in your new roles!

1o BHS Plavers Each

Congratulations to senior
Elliot Hellmann for scoring
his 1,000th point on February
25th. Elliot becomes the
second player this season to
achieve this very impressive
milestone, after Victor Oloke
who scored his 1,000th point
on February 14th. They are
the 9th and the 10th player in
BHS school history to have

yoore Their 1.000th Point

their name added to the 1,000
point  basketball  banner.
Other BHS players to achieve
1,000 points include Art Terry
in 1971, Steve Ruiz in 1985,
Greg Sutton in 1995, Kerri
Kaylor in 2001, Dan Garvin
in 2013, Maranda Nyborg in
2020, Tom Fancher in 1991
and Emma Huedepohl in
2025.

Parents Complam About Fundraiser Sellmg

VP Access To School Graduations
Practice May Violate IR, State And Federal Law And School Policy

Auction Catalog

#622: Premier Seating at High School Graduation
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y High School

Premier
Graduation Seating

8 premier seats for the
2026 gradustion ceremany

~

Donated by

At Duanting

s pEnre 1

One of 30 items donated by Bethel Public Schools to the Bethel Education Foundation 2026

online auction

When former Chairman of
the Bethel Action Committee
and Bethel native Matthew
Paulsen posted online about
the Bethel Education
Foundation auction once
again including items selling
VIP seating and parking at
Bethel’s High School
graduation and also at other
Bethel School Moving Up
ceremonies, a number of
patents posted disapproval of
the schools giving preferential
treatment to families that can
afford it public
recognition academic
achievement.

One parent posted “My
child is a BHS senior
graduating this year. How

at

of

a

dare this be a thing. In what
realm is it ok to auction off
seats. This is preposterous on
any level. Every single family
that has been on this journey
from Kindergarten is entitled
to the same amount of tickets
and the right to be there. This
is madness.”

Another agreed, posting “It
definitely doesn’t have a good
look.”

And another joined in the
discussion, saying “Why
should a family that has the
extra means have that
privilege before other families
that don’t when we are all at
the same point in this journey.
Find another way to make
money.”

§ groups

One parent posted in
support of the ticket auction,
saying “Do you know what
BEF does with the money? It
goes tight back in to our
schools. To provide grants
and opportunities for our
students that they otherwise
won’t have.”

The Bethel Education
Foundation does indeed make
grants and awards to the
schools and to teachers.
According to their website
they provided over $8,000 in
grants and awards last year.
However, the awards to
teachers may violate state law
that prohibits individuals or
from giving gifts
worth more than $50 (C.T.
General Statute 1-84). The
Awards BEF has given to
teachers are typically $500, or
ten time more then the legal
limit.

Bethel Schools policy also
discourages such gifts. It
states under the heading
“Gifts to School Personnel”
the following:

“Students, parents, and
other patrons of the Bethel
Public  Schools shall be
discouraged from the routine
presentation of gifts to
employees.

When a student expresses a
desire to present a gift to a
staff member, the gift shall
not be elaborate or unduly
expensive.

The Board shall consider as
always welcome, and in most
cases more appropriate than
gifts, the writing of letters to
staff members expressing
gratitude or appreciation.
This policy is not intended

discourage acts  of
generosity  in unusual

to

situations, and
affection or gratitude shall not
be regarded as a violation.

Policy Adopted: July 22,
1991

1313-P&P0-2-R04”

Additionally, school policy §

requires any organization
making a gift, grant or bequest
to the schools must provide a
completed form 3240. The 5t
entry on form 3240 includes
this statement: “No Goods or
Services were provided by the
Bethel Public Schools/Bethel
Board of Education in
exchange for your
contribution.” However the
schools donate the parking
and the seats for the Bethel
Education Foundation
auction. In fact, Bethel Public
Schools  this year have
donated 30 auction items
valued at more than $2,600,
or 34% of all items in the
online auction. Private donors
have contributed another 44
items worth just over $4,900.

IRS regulations also
prohibit donating items to be
sold with the proceeds
returned to the donor.
Experts consulted by the
Community Gazette have
confirmed that this would
include public schools.

The Bethel Education
Foundation has not
responded to several requests
for comment. Outgoing
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Carver indicated that she had
sent our inquiry to the school
district attorney. We have not
received any  additional
comment after holding this
story for several days.

simple [§
remembrances expressive of 8

Ira

Barly Saturday morning, the United States

Iland Isracli militaries coordinated strikes

targeting military and strategic sites within the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Citing an "existential
threat" posed by Tehran’s nuclear and missile
programs, Israeli leaders described the assault

= | as a pre-emptive operation aimed at degrading

Iran's offensive capabilities, Whlle U.S. officials
framed the action as part of "major combat
operations" to protect national and regional
security. Explosions were reported across
several Iranian cities, including Tehran, as civil
defense sirens wailed and airspace closures were
swiftly enacted.

The joint U.S.-Israeli attack, called "Epic
Fury" by the Pentagon, came after weeks of
escalating tensions and a major U.S. military
buildup 1n the region. The U.S. had said it was
trying to negotiate a deal with Iran to limit its
nuclear program, holding the most recent
round of talks on Thursday in Geneva.
President Trump said those efforts had failed.

Iran responded within hours, launching a
wave of missiles and drones aimed at Istaeli
territory and U.S. military forces stationed in
the Gulf region, including facilities in Bahrain,
Qatar, and Kuwait. Sirens also echoed actoss
Isracl as air defense systems worked to
intercept incoming projectiles.

Tehran's foreign ministry issued a statement,
asserting its right to defend its sovereignty and

warning that "all Ametican and Israeli assets
and interests in the Middle East have become
a legitimate target" following what it described
as a violation of international law.

. And Iseael Attack Iran

Retalation Includes Attacking Arab Countries

underrmne the security and stability of the
region."

The international response beyond the
Middle East has been mixed, with European

The attacks and retaliation follow months of leaders urging restraint and renewed diplomatic

diplomatic deadlock over Iran's nuclear
development program and missile capabilities.
With negotiations to curb Tehran's programs
apparently stalled, Saturday's military exchange
has cast doubt on the prospects  for
compromise and raised fears among global
leaders that the conflict could draw in
additional regional and international actors.
Gulf Arab states, whete Iran's retaliation
struck airspace and territory, expressed alarm

efforts to avert full-scale war. Officials from
France, Germany, and the United Kingdom
called on Iran to pursue a negotiated solution
and condemned the violence on all sides,
emphasizing civilian casualties and regional
stability. Russia condemned the U.S.—Isracli
strikes as an unprovoked act of aggression and
signaled support for Iran’s pushgfor a United
Nations Security Council session.

"Our objective is to defend the American

and condemned the attacks as breaches of people by eliminating imminent threats from

sovereignty. Qatar, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, and Kuwait each issued statements
decrying the strikes on their soil and
underscoring the risk of further destabilization
should the conflict widen. Saudi Arabia said
"The Kingdom affirms its full solidarity with
and unwavering support for the brotherly
countties, and its readiness to place all its
capabilities at their disposal in support of any
measures they may undertake," the Saudi
foreign ministry said in a statement. "The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia calls on the
international community to condemn these
blatant attacks and to take all firm measures
necessary to confront Iranian violations that

the Iranian regime, a vicious group of very hard,
terrible people,” President Trump said.

Every president since the adoption of the
War Powers Act in 1973, from Gerald Ford
through the current administration, has
engaged in military operations without seeking
a formal declaration of war or specific advance
congtessional apptoval for those individual
actions. The War Powers Act requires the
president to notify Congtess within 48 hours
of committing armed forces to military action
and allows for military operations to continue
for 60 to 90 days without congtessional
authotization. There have been 168 such
actions since 1973.

Policy Revised: 9/9/2004 “Sga8

{Vhiat A Difference A Day Makes!
Downtown Businesses And (ustomers Cheer Snow (leanup

Photo at leit shows DPW crews removing snow from downtown overnight, middle photo shows downtown that morning and photo at right shows downtown the next morning.

safe access to the sidewalk.

For the second time in February, after a significant snowfall, Bethel
Department of Public Works teams worked overnight to clear away
dangerous mountains of snow lining Greenwood Avenue and blocking ~ diners and shoppers seem very grateful for the relief and added safety.

“What a difference!”

First Selectman Dan Carter and the Board of Selectmen, however,
took the initiative to make this happen, and local business owners,

Exclaimed one business owner. “I nearly broke

Bethel businesses and the Bethel Business Network had been asking  my neck after the the snowstorm. Thank goodness they removed it,”
the Knickerbocker administration to do this as a safety concern for
years and those requests were ignored for years.

said a downtown shopper.

Staff and courtesy photos

New Chamber Comes To Town

The Fairfield County CT
Chamber of Commetce has
launched a new program with
several  participation  levels,
starting at free. The county wide
chamber seeks to promote
businesses and communities
within Fairfield County and to
promote  the county to
neighboring counties and states.
The organization believes that
in order for local businesses and

' T

Inrroducmg The New
Fairfield County CT
Chamber ™

Early Signup
Special

Programs From
FREE To $12 A

aoon W

Newly Updated

Things To Do Lists 100s
of Local Events

— InBrief —

Local Gardening

Getting ready for Spring with
UCONN online course
See page 2

Doing Good

See page 5

communities to thrive, they need
to promote themselves across a
wide  range of  nearby
communities. To facilitate that,
they have created 24 individual
branches, one for each
community in Faitfield County,
and have also defined 3 zones,
each containing 8 communities,
to help local businesses focus on
the communities they need.

o

MR 1 00 SUPPOIT local businesses and communities
‘with cost effective services. local and regsonal networking
and access o expest local resources. To ensure everyone
Bas access we have programs o fit any budget

» Chick HERE 10
» Click HERE 10 see BASIC program cetaits

* Click HERE 1o see STANDARD program detass

» Chck HERE 1o se PREMIUM program delails

s Interest Rates Drop,

You can treat a veteran to a free
meal.

See page 2

Municipal Calendars

Month! Some Listings Are Reduced
Learn More At Home listings
Or See page 4
Sign Up

Dan Carter’s weekly

3 see FREE program setails

First Selectman [pdate

Findout what meetings are
coming up this week
See page 2

update
See page 7

Dining

Ars

The region’s largest directory of
local dining in, take out and

With the demise of a number
of local chambers, including
Newtown and Brookfield, the
Fairfield County chamber hopes
to fill that void, too. And
memberships include a
subscription to the new Fairfield
County Business magazine, with

Slep-in for thal perfect gifl!
Thoughtful and Unique Gifts!

An intriguing shop of fabulous gifts, beautiful clothing,
brilliant jewelry, exceptional accessories.
Great items for children and pets too.
164 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel, CT
info@patriciaspresents.com
860-946-9705 | www._patriciaspresents.com

STONY HILL NTNTAL CARE

AFRAID
of the
Dentist?
I's NORMAL
We Can Help!
With
SEDATION
Dentistry

No Lectures,
No Guilt

475-473-8734

THE oY CHEST

A Specially Toy Store Worth The Trip!
Educational Toys & Games
Puzzles (5 - 32,000 pieces)

Science * Arls & Cralls
Tholls « Parly Favors « Travel Activities
Bools » Breyer « Playmobil « Brio
Kites « Lego » Pokemon
Thress Up « Russian Mested Dolls » Bruder

Torys [rom Newbom (o Adull
Staffed by Caring People
Free Gift Wrapping « UPS Shippina Available
2034319227 + 441 Main St, Ridgeficld
2039720007 » 101 Main St New Cansan

“":0"’ ‘\k ]

b -
ﬂmc‘ntn:« Service Never Expires -

Nurse h"{‘
Ramily Owned and Operated Snce s

Don't
forget
your
feathered
friends!

Complete Line of
Birding Supplies

WINTER HOURS (. B

&
25 Stony Hill Road/Rt 6, Bethel
2037920268
OPEN Wed-Sun. 10-5

local expert content in a variety
of topics.

Anyone interested in learning
more can visit their website at
www.fairfieldcountyctchamber.
com or emal them at
info@fairfieldcountyctchmaber.
com

/TIC)

THE INSURANCE CENTER

LOOKING TO SAVE MONEY?
WANT A FREE QUOTE?

CALL 203-730-0634

“TRUST A LOCAL INDEPENDENT
AGENCY FOR YOUR PERSONAL &

30+ INSURANCE CARRIERS
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Free Painting Demonstration

catering

Pefs

Marco is a sweet pup looking

for a new home

See page 2 See page 3
Issues
The Yankee Institute
Legislative Update
See page 2 See page 6

b
(hemcace

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE NEEDS”

WWW. THEINSURANCECTR.COM

MARILYN CARAVETTA

REALTOR®

C: 203.512.1822

0O: 203-438-9000

CT Broker License #REB.0100515
Marilyn.Caravetta@cbrealty.com
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

398 Main Street, Suite 1
Ridgefield, CT 06877

SENIOR DEPOT

MEDICAL SALES & RENTALS

270 FEDERAL ROAD BROOKFIELD CT
seniordepotstore.com | 203 775 1095
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Gardening

Pets

Muniecipal

Calendars

et Ready for Spring; UConn
Extension's Online Home
Wardenmg Course 1s vaulable

UConn Extension is now accepting registrations for its Fundamentals

of Home Gardening online course, designed for beginner and
intermediate gardeners who want to build strong foundational skills for
successful home and community gardening.

The self-paced, multi-module program covers essential topics
including vegetable gardening, soil health, composting, pest management,
pollinator support, and sustainable gardening practices. Participants gain
practical knowledge that can be applied immediately in gardens of all
sizes, trom backyard plots to containers and raised beds.

“Our goal is to help Connecticut residents grow with confidence,”
said Jean Madden-Hennessey, a program coordinator with UConn
Extension’s Master Gardener program. “This course gives people the
tools they need to make informed decisions, nurture healthy plants, and
support thriving local ecosystems.”

Course Features

User-triendly online format accessible at any time

Step-by-step guidance from UConn horticulture experts

Videos, readings, quizzes, and hands-on learning suggestions

Science-based, practical information suited for all learning styles

Who Should Enroll

The Fundamentals of Home Gardening course is ideal for new
gardeners, homeowners, community gardeners, educators, and anyone
looking to strengthen their horticultural knowledge.

Registration is open now, and the course is available through
October. Visit: https:/ /s.uconn.edu/fundamental for more information

Arts

dll(_l o t‘llIU].l.

Painting Demonstration

On \Wtdnesdd\' March 25, 2026 at 1:30pm, Frank Bruckman will

be dt‘moublmmlg a porlmll in oil. This event will be at The Newtown &

Sentor Center, 8 Simpson Street in Newtown, CT. All are welcome and
admission is free.

Meet Marco

care in Connecticut in March 2023,
Marco has truly blossomed and is
now our longest resident, patiently
waiting for his furever home.

¢« Marco thrives on connection
with his people. He is a world-class
- cuddler who loves to snuggle up

Meet Marco, a truly special soul paw at his blankets until they are
who has so much love to give and just right. Playtime brings out his
is simply waiting for the right joytul spirit—he loves zoomies,
person who understands him. fetch, and tug-of-war, and his
Marco is a four-year-old, 60-pound lldpl)lllt‘bb is contagious. Marco is
sweetheart with a heart meltmg also very llltt‘].].lgt‘ll[ and enjoys
smile and an incredibly soft coat. enrichment activities like snuffle
Found as a stray in rural North mats, food puzzlcs and lick mats.
Carolina in November 2021, He walks well on leash and enjoys
Marco spent 17 lougmonthb livi ring getting out for adventures.
in a shelter kennel. Marco does well with other dogs

Despite that difficult beginning, and cats of all ages and sizes,
he has shown remarkable making him a great fit for a mult-
resilience. Since coming into foster pet household.

To learn more or to adopt a rescue, contact Happily Furever After Rescue

at info@happilyfureverafter.org or (631) 935-3578 or visit their website
at www.happilyfureverafter.org

Doing Good
Feed A Veteran

Patrons of For Pete’s Sake Delicatessen, located at 73 Stony Hill Road in
Bethel, can donate breakfast or lunch to local veterans all year 10119 As a result,
veterans of American armed forces can enjoy breakfast or lunch at no charge
as part of the program. Veterans should bring proof of service as they may
ask for it. The program runs all year long.

MeadowTails ™

By Sam Twane

close, sleep in bed, and carefully

Bethel

Stony Hill Fire Department
Monday, March 2, 2026 at 7:30 PM_
Board of Selectman

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 7:00 PM
Board of Education

Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Brookfield

Stop the Compressor - Room 129
March 2, 2026, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Board of Selectmen Meeting - Room
133

March 2, 2026, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Bethel Volunteer Fire Department
Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 7:00 PM
Aging Commission

Monday, March 9, 2026 at 2:30 PM
Youth Commission

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM
Board of Finance

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM
Planning & Zoning

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM

Housatonic Area Regional Transit
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 4:00

Danbury
City Council Meeting
March 3, 2026, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Board of Awards Weekly Meeting
March 4, 2026, 10:00 AM - 10:59 AM

Civil Service Commission Meeting
March 4, 2026, 10:00 AM - 10:59 PM

Planning Commission Meeting
March 4, 2026, 7:00 PM

I-84 Flex Lane Public Information
Meeting

March 5, 2026, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Zoning Commission Meeting
March 10, 2026, 7:00 PM

Board of Awards Weekly Meeting
March 11, 2026, 10:00 AM - 10:59 AM

|-84 Flex Lane Public Information
Meeting
March 11, 2026, 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Redding

March 2 at 7:00 pm
Park and Recreation Commission

March 3 at 5:00 pm

— Georgetown Fire District

1 Where do cows go one a first date?

The mooooovies.

March 3 at 7:00 pm

Georgetown Fire District Annual

. Budget Meeting

March 3 at 7:00 pm
Conservation Commission -
CANCELLED

March 3 at 7:00 pm

Redding Board of Education —
CANCELLED

March 4 at 12:00 pm

Brown Bag Lunch with First
Selectwoman

March 5 at 4:00 pm

Redding Safety Committee

Zoning Board of Appeals - Room 135
March 2, 2026, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Board of Finance Budget Workshop -
Room 209

March 3, 2026, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Brookfield Education Foundation -
Room 209

March 4, 2026, 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Commission on Aging - Room 135
March 4, 2026, 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Newtown

Board of Assessment Appeals
March 2, 2026 - 5:30pm

Board of Selectmen

March 2, 2026 - 7:30pm
Public Safety Committee
March 3, 2026 - 5:00pm

BOE Policy Committee
March 3, 2026 - 5:30pm
Police Commission
March 3, 2026 - 6:30pm

Board of Education
March 3, 2026 - 7:00pm

CHB Library Governance Committee
March 3, 2026 - 7:00pm

Lake Zoar Authority
March 3, 2026 - 7:00pm

Ridgefield

March 2, 2026 - Monday
9:30am - 11:30am - Commission on
Aging Special Meeting
6:30pm - 8:30pm - Economic &
Community Development
Commission Meeting
7:00pm - 10:00pm Board of
Selectpersons Budget Meeting
7:00pm - 10:00pm - ZBA Meeting -
Cancelled

March 3, 2026 - Tuesday
5:00pm - 6:30pm - Compassionate
Ridgefield Meeting
7:00pm - 10:00pm Board of
Selectpersons Budget Meeting

March 4, 2026 - Wednesday

8:00am 10:00am Ridgefield
Commemorates America at 250
Meeting Meeting

No/ /2 JOHNFULTON

1 1 :f ~\ :\
DIAMOND JEWELERS
\1 F ine. Jewelers Since 1978
§ This signature piece was designed and made by John in 1992 for the confirmation of
his oldest son. It has been sold throughout the world in Yankee magazine, to heads
of state and to lay people alike. The design was blessed by Pope Frances on two
separate occasions. Each cross is detalled by hand, karat stamped and signed

130 Greenwood Ave,, Bethel * 203-790-8823 * www.johnfultonjewelers.com

(WWNERg,,  REPAIRING ALL

J N ' OUTDOOR POWER
0 =0~ & =0=  EQUIPMENT
TRI( Customer
ELECTRIC Yo g Satisfaction

Call Today
203-328-7521

16 Tumey Road, Redding
(203) 4936398

www.reddingridgerepair.com

Scle

LOCALLY AND VETERAN OWNED

203.448.7107 -

Ethan Draper = Owner/Operator -

STO RAG:

info@modernselfstorage.com
12 Great Pasture Road - Danbury, CT 06810
U.S. Air Force Veteran

@ PRIMERICA

® Lower monthly insurance expenses?

® Lower monthly debt payments?
@ Stop living paycheck to paycheck?
® Save more money for the future?

First Month Is Free.
No Rate Increase For 1 Year.

It gets harder everyday to plan for the Future. Whether it's saving for our children’s education,
funding our retirement or taking that once-in-a-lifetime vacation;
Its more difficult to find the extra money to put aside for important needs.

® Save money for their children's education?

® Make wiser, more informed financial decisions.
® Develop a program to build financial independence?

We would like to ht-_-l your fdmlfy explcr? the options and help
Y.

We have a wide range of climate controlled unit sizes

to accommodate your needs.
Visit our website at www.modernselfstorage.com

or call us at 203-448-7107
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Dining

Gatermg,Takeout & Dine-In For Every Oceaston

el's Deli
lé:lls% and friendly service, wide
selection of breakfast and lunch
deli items at reasonable prices.
470 Federal Rd B, BrooEﬁeld
(203) 546-7232
www.angelsdelict.com
Backdoor  Chicken
Burgers
A wonderful new restaurant in
Brookfield featuring delicious
sandwiches, breakfast, entrees
and some of the best coffee
anywhere. They have the most
friendly and helpful staff and
reasonable prices. And if you like
BBQ, try the pulled pork, but
only if your plan on coming back
again and again because it 1s truly
wonderful!
537 Federal Rd, Brookfield
(203) 546-7403

www.backdoor-chickencom
Fast and friengr service with a

great selection ()1'1):1%1.5‘ toppings
and breakfast sandwiches with
Tunch salads and sandwiches, too.
But be warned, the cinnamon
rolls are beyond addictive.

6 Library Place, Bethel

(203) 790-6656

WIWW, - I

and

Thus is truly a delight as they have
one of the absolute best
selections of NY style, delicions
bagels anywhere outside of "the
city", with one of the most kind
and friendly owners anywhere.
Breakfast and lunch selections are
all delicious and the prices are
reasonable. Dine-in or take out.

30 Church Hill Rd #1, Newtown

Delicious and reasonably priced,
still using  George's ~original
recipes, with some of the most
friendly,  helpful  service
anywhere, and shhh, the best kept
secret in town is that they also
offer delivery.

206 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 748-1427
www.bethelpizzahouse.com
Blue Colony Diner

Fast and friendly service in a
comfortable diner with a great
selection of delisous, reasonably
priced food. They offer dine-in,
take-out and catering.

66 Church Hill Rd, Newtown
(203) 426-0745

Capri

Possibly the best calzone pizza
we have every tasted. Pizza,
entrees, generous and delicious
salads. Take out, dine-in or
delivery.

182 Old Hawleyville Rd, Bethel
(203) 743-6800

W,

Caraluzzi's

Local grocery stores that offer
excellent take out and catering.

- Bethel:

98 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 748-3547
www.caraluzzis.com/

- Danbury:

102 Mill Plain Rd, Danbury
(203) 743-8003
www.caraluzzis.com, caraluzzis-
danbury-market-2

- Newtown:

5 Queen St, Newtown

(203) 270-7500
www.caraluzzis.com, caraluzzis-

920 Danbury Rd, Wilton

(203) 544-7021
www.caraluzzis.com/

Dogtown

Hot dogs, burgers and more by a
fast and friendly team at force a
double-take affordable prices.
Where else can you get a delicious
lunch for 2 for well under $15¢
And seriously, where else would
vou go especially for awesome
hot dogs: Lots of other items on
the menu, and one of the most
generous arrays of hot dog

toppings anywhere.
| Hbmn' Pl, Bethel
(203) 616-5054

later.
30 South St, Danbury
(203) 616-5942

ot yssmokin

Brookfield's newest market
brings SOHO style, fresh
produce, and one of the best
prepared  foods and  deli
selections anywhere. They offer
take out and catering. Did we
mention the mouth watering

desserts in the  Dbakery
department?
731 Federal Rd, Brookfield

(203) 746-9487
foo(fmnporium.kej\'food.com,f‘sto
re/store/2717

For Pete's Sake

r
We love Elmer's. While all the
food is delicious, they have one
of the best rotating assortments
of delicious and affordable
specials anywhere. And the
service is fast and friendly, too.
22 Padanaram Rd, Danbury
(203) 731-2559
www.elmersdiner.com

Famous pizza is truly and
deservedly famous for their pizza,
but also for their salads (try the
house dressing!) and delicious
entrees. They offer dine in, take
out and delivery. Try the thin
crust, it is amazing!
7 P T Barnum Square, Bethel
(203) 797-1550

o

-

If you love BBQ, try Farmboys.
The BBQ is delicious and
smoked on the premises, but the
secret to taking tlus to the next

Fast, friendly service, dine-in or
take out and they offer catering,
too, and a wide selection of
delicious sandwiches and entrees.
73 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel

(203) 792-2444

Gino's Bizza Parlor

Fastand friendly service, some of
the most generous salads
anywhere and delicious italian
cuisine at affordable prices. And
they have some of the most
diverse and delicious choices of

1222 tOppings.

02 Chuli}c)h f%hll Rd, Sandy Hook
(203) 304-1304
www.ginosparlorcteom
Hunan Noodle Bar
Delicious  food, wonderful
selection, fast and friendly service.
461 Main St., Ridgefield
(203) 431-4238
www.ridgefieldhunan.com

Jacqueline's

excellent cottee. They offer dine-
in, take-out and catering and
some of the best wait staff
anywhere. I have a friend who
sneaks out and drives 40 minutes
round trip every so often just to
get their bacon, egg and cheese
on an english muffin. Thankfully
1 live much closer!
138 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 792-5541
WWw.eatatjacquelines.com
Kowloons Chinese Restaurant
Fast, friendly service, reasonably
priced and a wide selection of
delicious choices. The BBQ spare
ribs are the closest to New York
ribs we have found, and the
shrimp with lobster sauce is
another personal favorite.
110 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 205-2325
Newtown General Store
A dizzying array of delicious
choices for breakfast and lunch.
They feature dine-in, take out and
catering.
43 Main St., Newtown
(203) 426-9901

o
Enjoy a classic diner experience
with a wide selection and fast and
friendly service,
199 Ethan Allen Hwy, Ridgefield
(203) 445-4272

Portofino's Wine Bar and

A cozy pub like atmosphere on
one side, an elegant dinng room
on the other, with food by one of
the absolute best chefs in

is tended by one of the best
anywhere. A truly perfect choice
for an evening out or take out.
213 Greenwood Ave., Bethel
(203) 797-8131
portofinorestaurantandwinebar.
com

Some of the best burgers
anywhere. Lots of other delicious
choices, but seriously, my mouth
waters just thinking about their
burgers.

449 Main St, Ridgefield

(203) 431-3000

W,

Queen B's

Delicious ~ baked  goods,
sandwiches, entrees and an

awesome coffee bar. Fast and
friendly service and did we
mention how delicious the baked
goods and coffee is¢ Dine-in,
take-out or delivery.

417 Main St, Ridgefield

(203) 894-5994
www.queenbcoffeecompany.
com

Red Colony Diner

and dinner for the 2 primary
shifts on the 5th floor. Rocco's
provided a delicious array of
sandwiches and fixin's at a
reasonable price, but best of all,
when I went in for a follow-up,
vear later, the nursing staff were
still talking about the great lunch.
208 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 297-6262
www.roccosdelict.com

They offer some of the best
prepared food, wide selection at
affordable prices. The bakery
selection is amazing, and they
offer catering, too.
143 Federal Rd, Brookfield
(203) 775-7078
www.shoprte.com
Spice Indian Cuisine & Bar
Looking for a delicious and anthentic
Indian dining experence i a
comforable  atmosphere  with
reasonable pricese Then this is your
lace!
'5 Grassy Plain St Bethel
(203) 300-5784
www.spiceindiancuisinect.com

Fast and friendly service in a
comfortable diner with a great
selection of delisous, reasonably
priced food. They offer dine-in,
take-out and catering.

121 Federal Rd, Brookfield

(203) 546-8280
www.redcolonvdiner.com
Rocco's Cafe & Delicatessen
Same great food, new owners and
an updated, more welcoming
dine-in experience. So here is a
true story: After surgery at
Danbury hospital, I decided to
say thank you to the amazin

Stony Hill Diner

Fast and friendly service offerin,
dine-in, take-out, delivery an
catering. I love good prime rib
(who doesn't?) and I recently had
a top notch prime rib meal at a
shockingly reasonable price.

14 Stony Hill Rd, Bethel

(203) 791-2280

Ofters dine in, take out and drive-
i service (and the black and
white shake is legendary!)

282 Greenwood Ave., Bethel

Fast, friendly service, delicious
food and an amazing dessert
selection,

242 White St, Danbury

(203) 748-6008

‘ 4

www.3brothersdinercom
Uncle Leo's and Rosny's
Gourmet

Three great locations with

excellent food, quick and friendly

service and reasonable prices.

They offer dine in, take out and

catering.

114 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) 885-2362

19 Main

Georgetown/Redding

(203) 587-1050

17 [j-anbun' Rd, Wilton
(203) 644-8085
T "

St,

I

Varano Bakery
Their baked goods, especially the
desserts, should only be reserved
for those truly on your nice (ok,
or maybe naughty) list. We
suspect Santa stops there several
time his Christmas cookies
because they are truly that good.
198 Greenwood Ave, Bethel
(203) T44-6640
www.varanobakery.com
Whitlock's

Enter and find a welcoming pub
and a friendly dining room with
delicious food, friendly service
and reasonable prices. They
feature dine-in, takeout and
catering.

273 Greenwood Ave,, Bethel
(203) 791-2707
www.whitlocks-bethel.com

Did we miss your favoriter

(203) 426-6838 in-newtown-ct level is their amazing homemade This is my go to place for Connecticut. They offer dine-in, nursing staff for the wonderful (203) 748-2716 If we have, then please email
Bethel Pizza House - Wilton/Georgetown: BBQ sauces. You can thank me breakfast :'m(g lunch or just takeoutand catering. And thebar care I received by catering lunch www.sycamoredrivein.com Brad(@CommunityGazette.com
Bethel Redding Wilton Lo Bethel’s Favorite Place For
114 Greenmood Ave 19 Main St 17 Danbury Rd 2 - "
203-885-2362 203-387-1050 475-277-4313 .
r | |
g = ! | f
N P i e | e Lunch Boxes Available
§ pes™™ ottt SRR Reeeo o Wi Lunch Buffet
Sakura Taro $11.9
110 Greenwood Ave (Seasonal Spring Time) Watermelon
203-205-2325 Milk Tea (Regular) Honeydew Saturday, Sunday New Hours:
Green Tea (Matcha) Coconut Brunch
- h $15.95 5am.To5p.m.
we DO f 3 : ' Monday Through Friday
5am.Tod p.m.
Take Out Saturday

Call-ins * Catering * Delivery

Cafering

Gift

Certificates

Catering, Party Events
avallable

Same Great Food

25 Grassy Plain St., Bethel, CT

New Owners

Same Low Prices

Tel: 203 300 5784 spiceindiancuisinect@gmail.com
www.spiceindiancuisinect.com

Dine InsTake OuteCatering

208 Greenwood Ave

Backdoor
Chicken & Burgers

Mon - Sat:
8:00 am - 7:00 pm

Sunday:

7:00 am - 5:00 pm

537 Federal Road,

Brookfield

(203) 546-7403

www.backdoor-chicken.com

Catering

Our catering services are
designed to bring the taste
of our restaurant to your
venue. Whether you're
hosting a small family
gallleriug
corporate event, our team
is dedicated to delivering
delicious food
exceptional service. With a
focus on quality and
customer satisfaction,
Backdoor Chicken &
Burgers is your go-to
choice for BBQ catering.

lﬂ rge

or a

anc]

Delicious Moments

with Every Bite

Live Music

Our live music events are
designed bring the
community together,
providing a space where you
can unwind and enjoy quality

to

entertainment. In Brookfield,
known  for
welcoming atmosphere and
delicious food, making us the
perfect spot for a night out.
Don't miss the chance to enjoy
our BBQ and burger offerings
while listening to live bands,
creating a  memorable
experience for all.

we're our

21 Hole Mini Golf

Our mini golf course is
c]esigned to mmplement your
dining experience, offering a
unique way to unwind after a
delicious meal. It's a great
spot for family gatherings or
a casual day out. At Backdoor
Chicken & Burgers, we pride
ourselves on providing a
welcoming
where fun and food come
together seamlessly. Get
FREE mini golf with a small
donation to the wounded
veterans.

environment

What Our Customers Say

FyY

Quick food service,
Sandwiches are great. Very friendly
and accommodating staff. — Ray V

Super friendly, and
amazing food. Will be back a bunch.
—Chris T

Some the best fried

chicken 1 have ever had, the
strawberry sauce is phenomenal. —

Damon C

~3
: \

This is our second time
eating at Backdoor Chicken &
Burgers and can't say enough about
the owner!!! Everything we tried is
absolutely fresh and soooo delicious
from the breakfast sandwiches, to
chicken wings to the yummy
cheeseburger the
scrumptious french fries. Stop by you

and most

won't be disappoiuted! —Donna S
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13020 Amberly Ct #306
Bonita Springs, FL
3 beds, 2 baths, 1,222 sqft
Price Reduced To $245,000

Katina Circle, Bethel, CT
3 Bedrooms, 4 Baths,
2.295 5E...79 Acte

Price Reduced To $739,000
Welcome to your dream home in the y

highly sought after Sleepy Hollow Estates dreaming of! Perfectly nestled between Naples
in the Codfish Hill area of Bethel. This and Fort Myers in the highly desirable

3-bedroom, 2-bath condo offers the ultimate
balance of active living and relaxed luxury.

MRS 1.1'1C1ude 4 hefltf%d saltwater pool, Enjoy morning sunrises and light-filled rooms
expansive  entertaining deck, and from your east-facing lanai with panoramic golf
beautifully updated landscaping. From course views—a peaceful backdrop for your
the moment you step inside, you'll coffee or evening glass of wine. The corner

experience an open, airy floor plan filled location enhances privacy and natural light,

with over $100K 1n recent enhancements

As Of End Of Trading

Business & Fimance
Market Update

fEnOf i Business Spotlight

DJIA Daily Close Vs, Start 2026

= gy

Patricia’s Presents Has Gifts For

elcome to the Florida lifestyle you've been =

NASDAQ Daiy Close Vs, Start 2026
MEA

Both You And That Spectal Someon

Pt 2| w o

™

with natural light. Enjoy an eat-in custom
kitchen with sliders that lead directly to
your private resort-style backyard, with
large decks and that amazing pool. This
home features two elegant fireplaces,
central AC, and a beautifully finished
lower level offering a large rec room,
cedar closet, and office or guest suite.
Large rooms, most freshly painted with
two full and two half baths. Perfectly
positioned on a level .79-acre lot on a
quiet street, this home also features a
mudroom to the pool and an attached
large two-car garage. Located 1n southern
Bethel with easy access to 1-84, Metro-
North, charming downtown amenities,
and Bethel School Park, this property
delivers the ideal blend of luxury,
location, and lifestyle.

Contact Jim Dilillo at (203) 470-2678 or
james.dilillo@randrealty.com

HOWARD HANNA
2
RAND REALTY

Howard Hanna | Rand Realty
offers Expert Guidance from
Consultation to Closing.

Local Expertise with a
Global Reach.

Home Happens Here.®

Bethel Ridgefield
203.790.7653 203.431.1400
RANDREALTY.COM

BADD

@ Licensed in CT/NY,/NJ

When your house is on the market, here are my
tips for getting your home showing-ready
in 10 minutes or less: Take out the trash.

Even if you don't think it smells bad,
your buyer might.

Want an agent who'll really listen to what
you want in a home? Need an agent who
knows how to effectively market
your home so it sells?

Give me a call!
Kimberly
Sjoblom
484-268-6673

Liml)er]y.sjnl]]1\111@\‘l)rea|t)'.mm

wu-w,leiml}erlysrealh-glmlp.com

while modern updates like stainless steel
appliances, newer washer/dryer, and turnkey
furnishings mean you can start enjoying it right
away. Step outside and you’ll find an
abundance of activities: championship golf,
tennis, pickle-ball, bocce, a fitness center,
restaurant and a resort-style pool and spa—all
within a vibrant, social community. When it’s
time to unwind, you’re just minutes from
Bonita’s award-winning beaches and multiple
pools within the neighborhood.  The location
couldn’t be more convenient—walk or bike ride

to Publix, restaurants, and the incoming *

Midtowne at Bonita with shops, dining, and
entertainment (sister of Mercato in Naples)
You’re also close to 1-75, RSW Airport, and
everything that makes Southwest Florida one
of the most sought-after destinations in the
country. With a 2023 Rheem A/C, low-
maintenance living, and endless opportunities
to stay active or simply soak up the sun, this is
more than a condo—it’s your gateway to the
best of Southwest Florida living.

Contact Ann Lefcakis at (239) 297-2926 or
ann(@kwelevate.com

Elizabeth Nell

personal moving cocrdinator and assiskant
203-554-9349

elizabethnell2001@icloud.com
Ridgefield Connecticut

* Local Ridgefield references

* Organizing packing assistance
» Estate sales

* Clean out services

* Muscle and truck

* Moving near and far

* Free moving estimates

* White glove services

Gold Daily Close Vs, Start 2026

-«
s S E 3
Patricia’s Presents has gifts and accessories for your holiday gitt giving.
They ate located at 164 Greenwood Avenue in Bethel.

Amy Kahn Russell Jewelry s at
l’hiliil!ﬁhiil Iqwe §/Im

Silver Daily Close Vs, Start 2026

Amy has packed up sunshine, petals, and a whole lot of handmade
spatkle for the Philly Flower Show! Inspired by the colors, textures,
and joy of spring blooms, these one-of-a-kind pieces capture the beauty
of tflowers you can wear long atter the show ends. Find Amy Kahn
Russell at Booth 201 + 203 / Marketplace! Saturday, Feb. 28th to
Tuesday, Mar. 7th 10:00am - 6:00pm and Sunday, Mar. 8th 10:00am -
6:00pm at the Philly Convention Center. Can't get to Philadelphia? Visit
her shop, Giftz, Gemz & Jewelz, in Ridgefield at 452 Main Street.

RIDGEFIELD

Drive “Ur” Car
SERVICE

SILVER LINING
CONSIGNMENTS

T
&g» )

3 "x M..

STONY HILL
Pristine Goods. Art
Antiques.Furniture

Jewelry.More
We receive new merchandise daily

so the shop is guaranteed to never
look the same.

Established 2013

“The affordable alternative”
Our Hours:
Monday Through Saturday
10a.m. To 9 p.m.
Sunday
10a.m.To 7 p.m.

Airports

Medical

Appointments

* Premium
¢ Cigar Accessories
e Cutters & Lighters
¢ Humidors

68 Stony Hill Road

Local Trips

and More ...

JOHN D.VIGNOLI
John@rgfdDrive YourCarService.com

Siverlinginsconsignments@gmail.com|
470 Main Street, Ridgefield
203.431.0132
Siiverlingiﬁconsignments.com
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Things To Do
Read To Sydney! o Tlelp

~ The C.H. Booth Library is pleased to announce FREE
income tax assistance, provided through a partnership
between the AARP Foundation and the IRS. This service
will be available on Thursdays until April 9, 2026. Don't

miss this opportunity to receive expert help with your

Children 5+ are invited to take turns to read to Sydney, a trained therapy dog. Reading
to Sydney provides a judgment free space for many children to increase their reading
skills, self confidence, antig encourages a love for readmg' Sydney’s handler, Hayley, also

| happcns to be a pedmtnc 0ccupat10nal therapist and loves to volunteer hee time with
| Sydney at the library. So bring a favorite book, take a peek at Sydney’s book, or pick
~ one out at the library before the event.

March 4th and 18th, 2026 at 4 p.m. at the Danbury Library.

taxes.

Sun, 03-01-26, Poetry Workshop Library, Redding Fingerless Gloves!, 6:00 PM, Redding Buildings and Grounds The Jacob Jolliff Band, 2:00pm- Danbury Library 7:30 PM, Bethel Library
with Ira Joe Fisher, Group A, Tue, 03-03-26, Mother Goose on Danbury Library Wed, 03-04-26, 250 Years of Committee In-Person, 7:00 PM - 3:30pm, Ridgefield Library Tue, 03-10-26, Speedcubulg Club, Tue, 03-10-26, Critics' Circle
1:30pm-3:30pm,  Ridgefield the Loose In-Person, 10:00 AM - Wed, 03-04-26, Junior Live American Music: Part]— Charles 8:00 PM, CH Booth Library, Mon, ~ 03-09-26,  Spanish 5:30 PM, Danbury Library Book Group, 6:30pm—8:00pm,
Library 10:30 AM, CH Booth Library, Virtual ~ Cooking:  Broccoli Ives (Virtual), 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Newtown Conversation Group, 2:00 PM, Tue, 03-10-26, Reading Together Ridgefield Library
Sun, 03-01 -26, The Allen and Newtown Fettuccini “Alfredo”, 6:00 PM, The Mark Twain Library, Redding Thu, 03-05-26, Waterpower, Danbury Library Book Club, 6:00 PM, Danbury Tue, 03-10-26, Derek Piotr
Helen Hermes Arts Series Tue,  03-03-26,  Storytime Danbury Library Wed, 03-04-26, Online: Poems Workers & Woven Wire — How Mon, 03-09-26, Club de lectura en Library Fieldwork: Diverse
presents: Yale's Whim 'n Rhythm Adventures (Ages 3-4), 10:00am- Wed, 03-04-26, Live Virtual from CT's Four Comers, 7:00pm- Gilbert & Bennett Fits the Textile espafiol, 4:00 PM, Danbury Tue, 03-10-26, Spy School: Representations of Folk Songs,
(In-Person), 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm, 10:45am, Brookfield Library Cooking: Corned Beef and Potato 8:15pm, Ridgefield Library Industry Pattern (In-Person), 7:00 Library Secrets of the American 6:30pm-8:00pm,  Ridgefield
The Mark Twain Library, Redding Tue, 03-03-26, Storytime, 10:30 - Empanadas, 7:30 PM, Danbury Thu, 03-05-26, Intermediate pm - 8:00 pm, The Mark Twain Mon, 03-09-26, Hummingbird Revolution, 6:00 PM, Danbury Library
Mon, 03-02-26, Baby & Me, 1:00 11:00 AM, Bethel Library Library English Classes (Afternoon), Library, Redding Feeder Progrﬂm 5:30 PM, Library Tue, 03-10-26, CH. Booth
-1:30 PM, Bethel Library Tue, 03-03-26, Creative Collective Wed, 03-04-26, Chair Yoga with 12:00 PM, Danbury Library Fri, 03- 06 26, Snip, Snip! Cutting Danbury Library Tue, 03-10-26, Tai Chi for let:m Trustees In- Person, 7:00
Mon, 03-02-26, Historically Discussion Group (Virtual), 10:30 Liz Wendel, 1:00pm-2:00pm, Thu, 03- 0526, Zero English Practice Gnb & Go Kit (Ages Mon, 03-09-26, Live Virtual Beginners, 6:00 PM, Danbury PM - §00 PM, CH Booth Library,
Speaking Book Club - The am - 12:00 pm, The Mark Twain Ridgefield Library Classes (Afternoon), 1:30 PM, 2+), 10:00 AM, Danbury Library Program: Enter the Fold: Library Newtown
Hem en and Earth Grocery Store Library, Redding Wed, 03-04-26, Drop-in Art with Danbury Library Fri, 03-06-26, Talk Time, 11:00 Designing Codes, Origami, and Tue,  03-10-26, Watercolor Tue, 03-10-26, Appreciating Our
v James McBride, 1:00pm—Tue, 03-03-26, Knitting and Miss Nora In-Person, 1:30 PM - Thu, 03-05-26, Spanish Junior AM, Danbur\" Library Molecules, 6:00 PM, Danbury W orhs}10p Series: Building Skills Natural Environment Series —
E:Ome, Brookfield Librar)' Crocheting, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, 3:30 PM, CH Booth Library, Book Club, 4:30 PM, Danbury Fri, 03 06-26, ~ Preschool Library Through Technique, 6:00 PM, Takmg Great  Landscape
Mon, 03-02-26,  Storytime Bethel Library Newtown Library Storytime, 1:00 - 1:30 PM, Bethel Mon, 03-09-26, Baby & Me, 1:00 Danbury Library Photographs (In-Person), 7:00 pm
Adventures (Ages 3. -4), 10:00am— Tue, 03-03-26, Online: iPhone Wed, 03-04-26, Mother Goose on Thu, 03-05-26, Zero English Library - 1:30 PM, Bethel Library Tue, 03-10-26, HYBRID: Senior - 8:00 pm, The \Inrk Twain
10:45am, Brookfield Library Secunn Essentials — Protecting the Loose In- Person 10:00 AM - Classes (Etemng) 4:30 PM, Fri, 03-06-26, Intro to Cricut Arts Mon,  03-09-26, Storytime Voices: Food for Thought: Library, Redding
Mon, 03-02- 26, Take & Make: Your Privacy, 3:00pm4:15pm, 10:30 AM, CH Booth Library, Danbury Library & Crafts: Personalized Drinkware Adventures (Ages 3-4), 10:00am- Nutrition for Memory & Brain Wed, 03-11-26, Hybrid Program:
Beaded Bmcelet 10:00am- Ridgefield lemn Newtown Thu, 03-05-26, Snap Circuits (Session 3) In-Person, 10:00 AM 10:45am, Brookfield Library Health, 1:00pm-2:30pm, Eughsh Learners Book Club,
8:00pm, Ridgefield Library Tue, 03-03-26, Little STEM, 4:30 Wed, 03-04-26, Intro to AL Job Drop In Night, 5:30 P, Danbury - 12:00 PM, CH Booth Library, Mon, ~ 03-09-26,  AARP Rldgetleld Library 11:00 AM, Danbury Library
Mon, 03-02-26, Storytime, 10:30 - 5:00 PM, Bethel Library Seeker Strategies for the Digital Library Newtown Foundation Tax Aide, 10:15 AM Tue, 03-10-26, Weekly Drop-In Wed, ~ 03-11-26,  Dython
- 11:00 AM, Bethel hbmn Tue, 03-03-26, Read to Mia, Age In-Person, 10:00 AM - 12:00 Thu,  03-05-26, Economics Fri, 03-06-26, Shake, Rattle & - 2:45 PM, Bethel hbran‘ I\mrtulg Circle (In-Person), 1:30 Progmmmmg For  Middle
Mon, 03- 02- 26, Music Monday 5:00pm—5‘.15pm, Brookfield PM, CH Booth Library, Newtown Explorers, 6:00 PM, Danbury Read Storytime (ages 6-24 mos) - Mon, 03-09-26, Storytime, 10:30 pm - 2:30 pm, The Mark Twain Schoolers, 4:00 PM, Danbury
with Principal at the Newtown Library Wed, 03-04-26, Intro to AL Job Library Session One, 10:00am-10:45am, - 11:00 AM, Bethel Library Library, Redding Library
Community Center In-Person, Tue, 03-03-26, Read to Mia, Seeker Suaregles for the Digital Thu, 03-05-26, Intermediate Brookfield Library Mon, 03-09-26, All-Age Family Tue, 03-10- 26, Mother Goose on Wed, 03-11-26, Zero English
11:00 AM - 11:45 AM, CH Booth 5 lSpm—S 30pm, Brookfield Age In-Person, 10:00 AM - 12:00 English Classes (Evening), 6:00 Fri, 03-06-26, Watercolor Bird Storytime, ~ 10:30am—11:00am, the Loose In-Person, 10:00 AM - Classes (Evening), 4:30 PM,
Library, Newtown Library PM, CH Booth Library, Newtown PM, Danbury Library Painting, 10:00am~11:00am, Ridgefield Library 10:30 AM, CH Booth Library, Danbury Library
Mon, 03 02-26, Time for Twos, Tue, 03-03- 20, \{ah]oug Open Wed, 03-04-26, Fun & Friends Thu,  03-05-26, Meditation Ridgefield Library Mon, 03-09-26, Second Monday Newtown Wed, 03-11-26, Introducing
11:00am-11: 43am Brookfield Pla} E\emng Edition In-Person, (ages 6 mos - 5 yrs), 10:00am- Sessions with Brahmakumaris Fri, 03-06-26, Ston time, 10:30 - Book Club: Raising Hare In- Tue, 03-10-26,  Storytime Studio 170, 5:00 PM, Danbury
Library 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM, CH Booth 11:00am, Brookfield Library Meditation Center, 6:00 PM, 11.00 AM, Bethel lemn Person, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM, CH Adventures (Ages 3 4), 10:00am-~ Library
Mon, 03-02-26, New Game Library, Newtown Wed, 03-04-26, Hybrid: A.M. Danbury Library Fri, 03-06-26, Music Dynamics Booth lemn' Newtown 10:45am, Brookfield Library Wed, 03-11-26, Basic English
Testmg & Tﬂhmg the bus from Tue, 03 03-26, Read to Mia, Book Group, 10: 00am—11:30am, Thu, 03-05-26, Baby & Me, 1:00 with Brad Peterson In- Person, Mon, 03-09-26, Time for Twos, Tue, 03-10-26, Storytime, 10:30 - Classes (Evening), 6:00 PM,
RES! (7, 8, 9-year-olds ONLY), 5:30pm-5: 4apm Brookfield Ridgefield Library - 1:30 PM, Bethel Library 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM, CH Booth 11:00am-11:45am,  Brookfield 11: OOAM Bethel hbmn Danbury Library
3:15 pm - 400 pm, The Mark Library Wed,  03-04-26,  AARP Thu, 03-05-26, Free Income Tax Library, Newtown Library Tue, 03-10-26, Creative Collective Wed, 03-11-26, Community Mom
Twain Library, Redding Tue, 03-03-26, Read to Mia, Foundation Tax Aide, 10:15 AM Help In-Person, 1:00 PM - 2:00 Fi, 03-06- 26, In Person: LWVR: Mon, 03-09-26, Social Stitchers Discussion Group (Virtual), 10:30 Grcmp Fill my Cup, 6:00 PM,
Mon, 03-02-26, Teen 545pm —6: Of}pm Brookfield - 2:45 PM, Bethel Library PM, CH Booth Library, Newtown Get to Know Your Town, \Ieetup, 3:00pm—4:30pm, am - 12:00 pm, The Mark Twain Danbury Library
Volunteering, 4:00 - 6:00 PM, Library Wed, 03-04-26, Storytime, 10:30 Thu, 03-05-26, KinderCrew (ages 11:00am-1:00pm, Ridgefield Ridgefield Library Library, Redding Wed, 03-11-26, Junior Live
Bethel Library Tue, 03-03-26, Game Night for - 11: 00 AM, Bethel Library 4-5), 1:00pm-2:00pm, Brookfield Library Mon, 03-09-26, Kindergarten Tue, 03-10-26, Creative Collective Virtual Coohmgjnpclme Stir-Fry,
Mon, 03-02-26, Library Board of Adults, 6:00 - 7:30 PM, Bethel Wed, 03-04-26, 30 Minute Flex & Library Fri, 03-06-26, Shake, Rattle & Story Time & Ta}ung the bus Discussion Group (Virtual), 10:30 6:00 PM, Danbury Library
Directors Meeting, 6:00 - 8:00 Library Balance with Sean via Zoom Thu, 03-05-26, Free Build with Read Storytime (ages 6-24 mos) - from RES! (for Kindergarteners), am - 12:00 pm, The Mark Twain Wed, 03-11 -26, Live Virtual
PM, Bethel Library Tue, 03-03-26, Read Across Online, 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM, Miss Nora In-Person, 1:30 PM - Session Two, 11:00am-11:45am, 3:10 pm - 4:00 pm, The Mark Library, Redding Cooking: Je\\lsh Holiday
Mon, 03-02-26, Cooking the America Week Story & Craft: We CH Booth Library, Newtown  3:30 PM, CH Booth Library, Brookfield lemn' Twain Library, Redding Tue, 03-10-26, Mother Goose for Cooking: Passover Edition —
Books: A Cookbook Club In- Are Definitely Human, 6:00pm- Wed, 03-04-26, Let's Learn Newtown Fri, 03-06-26, Imestmg Now In Mon, 03-09- 26, Teen ages 12-24 months, 10:30am— Matzo Ball Soup, 7:30 PM,
Person, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM, CH 6:30pm, Brookfield Library Canva, 11:00am~12:00pm, Thu, 03-05-26, Mother Goose I Your Health:  Strategies For Volunreenng, 400 - 6:00 PM, 11:00am, Ridgefield Library Danbury Library
Booth Ubfﬂl"i', Newtown Tue, 03-03-26, Nonfictioneers Ridgefield Library In-Person, 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM, Living Longer and Feeling Better, Bethel Library Tue, 03-10-26, Redding Reads Wed, 03-11-26, Nature Book Club
Mon, 03-02-26, Adult Chess Club Book Group, 6:00pm-7:30pm, Wed, 03-04-26, MTL Cookbook CH Booth Library, Newtown  2:00 - 3:00 PM, Bethel Library  Mon, 03-09-26, Books & Bricks, Scnpts (In- Persou} 11:00 am - — "His for Hawk' (Off-Site), 1:00
(In- Person} 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Ridgefield Library Club: "Marcus Off Duty: The Thu, 03-05-26, Free Income Tax Fri, 03-06-26, Teen Volunteering, 4:30 - 5:15 PM, Bethel Library 1200 pm, The Mark Twain pm - 2:00 pm, The Mark Twain
The Mark Twain Library, Redding Tue, 03-03-26, Kid STEM, 6:30 - Recipes I Cook at Home" (In- Help In-Person, 10:00 AM - 11:00 2:30 - 4:30 PM, Bethel Library ~ Mon, 03-09-26, Kids Coding Library, Redding Library, Redding
Mon, 03-02-26, Historically 7:30 PM, Bethel Library Person), 12:00 pm - 1.00 pm, The AM, CH Booth Library, Newtown Fri, 03-06-26, Teen Video Games, Club, 4:30pm-5:30pm, Ridgefield Tue, 03-10-26, Knitting and Wed, 03-11-26, Drop-in Art with
Speakmg Book Club Evening - Tue, 03-03-26, Friends of the Mark Twain Library, Redding ~ Thu,  03-05-26,  American 300 - 430 P\f Bethel Library  Library Crochel:u]g 11:00 AM - 12: 30 PM, Miss Nora In-Person, 1:30 PM -
The Heaven and Earth Grocery Library  Monthly ~ Meeting, Wed, 03-04-26, Mah Jongg, Mahjong Open Play In-Person, Fri, 03-06-26, Teen Hangout, Mon, 03-09-26, Dying to Know!! Bethel Library 3:30 PM, CH Booth Library,
Store, 6:30pm-T: 30pm 630pm— :30pm,  Brookfield 12:00pm-2:00pm,  Brookfield 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM, CH Booth 300pm—5 00pm, Ridgefield — A Moderated Discussion Tue, 03-10-26, , Monogram Jewelry Newtown
Brookfield Library Library Library Library, Newtown Library Group on Death and Dying (In- Case for Teens, 4:00pm—5:00pm, Wed, 03-11-26, Mother Goose on
Mon, 03-02-26, Online: Next Tue, 03-03-26, C.H. Booth Wed, 03-04-26, Humor, Heart, Thu, 03.05- 26, Storytime, 10:30 - Sat, 03-07-26, Adult Coloring person), 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm, The Ridgefield Library the Loose In-Person, 10:00 AM -
Chaprer Book Club, 6:30pm- Libra[} Board of Trustees: and Reflective Rural Stories with 11:00 AM, Bethel Library Hour, 11:00 AM, Danbury Library Mark Twain Library, Redding  Tue, 03-10-26, Little Crafts, 4:30/10:30 AM, CH Booth Library,
7:30pm, Ridgefield Library Governance Committee Michael Perry (Virtual), 2200 pm Thu, 03-05-26, Murder by the Sat, 03-07-26, Irish Dance Mon, 03-09-26, Book Buzz: -5:00 PM, Bethel Library Newtown
Mon, 03-02-26, Great Decisions: (CANCELED) In-Person, 7:00 - 3:00 pm, The Mark Twain Book Book Group, 10:30am- Performance, 12:00 PM, Danbury Spring Edition!, ¢:00 PM - 8:00 Tue, 03- 10- 26, Pokémon Players Wed, 03-11-26, Fun & Friends
Foreign Policy Discussion Group PM - 8:00 PM, CH Booth Library, Library, Redding 12:00pm, Ridgefield Library Library PM, CH Boorhhbran Newtown Club, 4:30pm-5:30pm, Rldgeﬁeld (ages 6 mos - 5 yrs), 10:00am—
(In-Person), 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm, Newtown Wed, 03-04-26, Virtual Author Thu, 03-05-26, Free Income Tax Sat, 03-07-26, Super Silly Stories, Mon, 03-09-26, Scrabble Club, ler:m 11:00am, Brookfield Library
The Mark Twain Library, Redding Tue, 03-03-26, The Story of Talk with Besrse]]mg Author Help In-Person, 11:00 AM - 12:00 1:00pm-1:30pm, Brookfield 6:00pm-7 00pm Rldgeneld Tue, 03-10-26, Stretch Bracelet Wed, 03-11-20, AARP
Tue, 03-03-26, Multicultural Ferragﬁmo From  Humble Michael Perry (Population: 485) PM, CH Booth Library, Newtown Library Library Clnss Session 1 In-Person, 5:00 Foundation Tax AldE‘ 10:15 AM
B1lu1gunl Storvume 11:00 AM, Beginnings to a Fashion Legacy In-Person / ‘Online, 2:00 PM - Thu, 03-05-26, Online: Android Sat, 03-07-26, Storytime, 10:30 - Mon, 03-09-26, A Vote of Her PM - 5:45 PM, CH Booth Library, - 2:45 PM, Bethel I_men'
Danbury Library with Toni McKeen via Zoom 4:00 PM, CH Booth Library, Smartphone Basics, 11:00am- 11:00 AM, Bethel Library Own -The F1ght for Women's Newtown Wed, 03-11-26, Storytime, 10:30
Tue 03-03- 26 Basic English Online, 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM, CH Newtown 12:30pm, Ridgefield Library Sat, 03 07-26, Brookfield Suffrage, 6:30 - 7:30 PM, Bethel Tue, 03-10-26, Read to Mia, - 11:00 AM, Bethel lerar\
Classes (Afternoon), 12:00 PM, Booth Library, Newtown Wed, 03-04-26, Mindfulness Thy, 03-05-26, Free Income Tax Builders,  10: 30am-—11:30am, Library 5 GOpm—S 15pm,  Brookfield Wed, 03-11-26, 30 Minute
Danbury Library Tue, 03-03-26, Hello, My Name Meditation for Adults, 3:30 - 4:30 Help In-Person, 12:00 PM - 1:00 Brookfield Library Mon, 03-09-26, Adult Chess Club Library Flex & Balance with Sean via
Tue, 03-03-26, Zero Englishis Sharkbaitt A  2,000-Mile PM, Bethel Library PM, CH Booth lemr}' Newtown Sat, 03-07-26, In Person: Caffe (In-Person), 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Tue, 03-10-26, Read to Mia, Zoom Online, 10:30 AM -
Classes (Afternoon), 1:30 PM, Adventure on the Appalachian Wed, 03-04-26, Open Hours in Tlm, 03-05-26, Intro to Excel Italiano, 10: 30am-—12:00pm, The Mark Twain Library, Redding 5:15pm-5:30pm,  Brookfield 11:00 AM, CH Booth Library,
Danbury Library Trail, 7:00pm-8:00pm, Ridgefield the \Ia}\erspace In-Person, 4:00 Serjes, 3:00pm—4:00pm, R.ldgf'ﬂf']d Library Mon, 03-00-26, Online: Next Library Newtown
Tue, 03.03-26, Homework Library PM - 8:00 PM, CH Booth Library, Brookfield Library Sat, 03-07-26, Read to ROAR, Chapter Book Club, 6:30pm- Tue, 03-10-26, Read to Mia, Wed, 03-11.26,  Preschool
Help/Skill Builders, 3:30 PM, Wed, 03-04-26, Hybrid Program: Newtown Thu, 03-05-26, Read to Carly, 11:30am12:30pm,  Ridgefield 7-30pm, Ridgefield Library 5:30pm-5:45pm,  Brookfield Storytime, 10:30am-11:15am,
Danbury Library English Learners Book Club, Wed, 03-04-26, Teen Creative Joopm_51 5pm,  Brookfield Library Mon, 03-09-26, MTL Writers' Library Ridgefield Library
Tue, 03-03-26, Speedcubing Club, 11:00 AM, Danbury Library  Writing Club, 4:00pm-5:00pm, Library Sat, 03-07-26, Drop-In Craft, Workshop (Virtual), 7:00 pm - Tue, 03-10-26, Leprechaun Wed, 03-11-26,” Ouline: Basic
5:30 PM, Danbury Library Wed, 03-04-26, Humor, Heart, Ridgefield Library Thu, 03-05-26, Read to Carly, 12:00 - 4:30 P\I Bethel Library  8:30 pm, The Mark Twain Library, Trmumg 5:30pm—6:30pm, French  Conversation  for
Tue, 03-03-26, Jade Rabbit and Reflective Rural Stories with Wed, 03-04-26, Beam Me Up 5:15pm-5:30pm,  Brookfield Sat,03-07-26, Teen Volunteering, Redding Brookfield Library Beginners,  11:00am—12:00pm,
]_antern Workshop, 6:00 PM, Michael Perry, 2:00 PM, Danbury Book Club, SOme—ﬁ 00pm, Library 2:00 - 4:00 PM, Bethel Library ~ Mon, 03-09-26, Clande Monet Tue, 03-10-26, EXP: Disney Ridgefield Library
Danbury Library Library Brookfield ler:m' Thy, 03-05- 26, Read to Carly, Sat, 03-07-26, Ashurst Academ‘ with Toni \Ickeen 7:00pm~ Lorcana Card Game 330pm— Wed, 03-11-26, Photo Editing
Tue, 030326, Tai Chi for Wed,  03.04-26,  Python Wed, 03-04-26, Bad Art Night, 530pm-5:45pm,  Brookfield of Irish Dance Performance, 8:00pm, Ridgefield Library 6:30pm, Ridgefield Library with Canva, 11:00am-—12:00pm,
Beginners, 6:00 PM, Danbury Programming  For  Middle 5:30 - 6:30 PM, Bethel Library  Library 200pm-230pm,  Brookfield Tue, 03-10-26, Multicultural Tue, 03-10-26, Read to Mia, Ridgefield Library
Library Schoolers, 4:00 PM, Danbury Wed, 03- 04 26, Teen Thu, 03-05-26, Read Across Library Blhngua Storytime, 11:00 AM, 34bpm—6 00pm Brookneld Wed, 03-11- 26, Mah Jongg,
Tue, 03-03-26, Watercolor Library VOI‘-‘““‘?EU“% 5:30 - 7:30 PM, America Week Story & Craft: The Sat, 03-07-26, Artist's Reception: Danbury Library Library 12:00pm—2:00pm, Brookfield
Workst hop Series: Building Skills Wed, 03-04-26, Read to Sydney!, Bethel Library Day You Begin, 5:30pm—6:30pm, Christine Oheefe 2:00pm— Tue, 03-10-26, Basic English Tue, 03-10-26, Community Library
Through Technique, 6:00 PM, 4:00 PM, Danbun" Library Wed, 03-04-26, Beam Me Up Brookfield Library ' 4:00pm, Ridgefield Library Classes (Afternoon), 12:00 PM, Knitting, 6:00 - 7:00 PM, Bethel Wed, 031126,  Open
Danbury Library Wed, 03-04-26, Zero EnghSh Book Club, 6 00pm-7:00pm, Thu, 03-05-26, Read to Carly, Sat, 03-07-26, Open Hours in the Danbury Library Library Embrmder\ 300pm—4 30pm,
Tue, 03-03-26, Nonfiction Book Classes (Ev ening), 4:30 PM, Brookfield leran' 5; 45pm—6 00pm, Brookfield Makerspace In- Person, 9:30 AM Tue, 03-10-26, Melodies for Tue, 03-10-26, Stretch Bracelet Brookfield Library
Club The Great Bridge by David Danbury Library Wed, 03-04-26, New Library Library - 1:30 PM, CH Booth Library, \Iemon 1:00 PM, Danbury Clgss Session 2 In-Person, 6:00 Wed, 03-11-26, Mindfulness
McCullough In-Person, 1:00 PM Wed, 03-04- 26, Trivia Night!, 5:00 Committee,  6:00pm-8: Of}pm Thu, 03-05-26, Built To Last; Newtown Library PM - 6:45 PM, CH Booth Library, Meditation for Adults,_’,:_”iﬂ -4:30
- 200 PM, CH Booth Library, PM, Danbury Library Brookfield Library Gardenmg With Long-Lived Sun, 03-08-26, Unravelled: Tue, 03-10-26, Zero English Newtown PM, Bethel Library
Newtown Wed, 03-04-26, Basic English Wed, 03-04-26, 250 Years of Plants, 6:30 - 7:30 PM, Bethel Crocheting and Knitting Group, Classes (Afternoon), 1:30 PM, Tue, 03-10-26, Stretch Bracelet Wed, 03-11-26, Open Hours in
Tue, 03-03-26, Weekly DropIn Classes (Evening), 6:00 PM, American Music: Part 1— Charles Tibrary 1:00pm-3:00pm,  Brookfield Danbury Library Class: Session 2, 6:00 PM - 7:00 the Makerspace In-Person, 4:00
Kuitting Circle (In-Person), 1:30 Danbury Library Ives (In-Person), 7:00 pm - 8:00 Thu, 03.05-26, C.H. Booth Library Tue, 03-10-26, Homework PM, CH Booth Library, Newtown PM - 8:00 PM, CH Booth Library,
pm - 2:30 pm, The Mark Twain Wed, 03-04-26, Crochet a Pair of pm, The Mark Twain Library, Library Board of Trustees: Sun, 03-08-26, Ridgefield Folk: Help/Skill Builders, 3:30 PM, Tue, 03-10-26, Kid Craft, 6:30 - Newtown
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Reprinted With Permassion From The Hartford Portfolio, Yankee Institute’s update on what's happenmg in Connectiou

Election-Year Lahor Bill Rewrites Rules
For Emplovers, Schools And Healtheare Providers

The General Assembly’s Labor and Public Employees Committee
has unveiled a 68-page omnibus proposal titled “An Act Concerning
Wotkforce Development and Working Conditions in the State.”
Introduced in an election year, House Bill 5003 consolidates a wide
range of labor-related changes attecting public employees, private
businesses, municipalities, and schools.

Framed as a package to improve working conditions, the bill
reaches into multiple areas of employment law, imposing new
mandates, altering existing labor frameworks, and raising potential
constitutional and fiscal concerns.

The Janus Issue

One notable concern involves language in Connecticut’s public-
sector labor statutes that still references agency fees — payments
equivalent to union dues required from nonmembers as a condition
of employment. In Janus v. AFSCME (2018), the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that compelling such payments violates the First Amendment.

Rather than removing that language, the bill modifies surrounding
payroll deduction provisions, allowing employers and unions to
negotiate how dues are collected through collective bargaining
agreements, while leaving the requirement that nonmembers pay
union-equivalent fees. While unenforceable under federal law,
retaining unconstitutional language in state law creates contusion and
raises questions about legislative intent. Following Janus, many states
updated their statutes to conform with the ruling. Connecticut’s
tailure to do so continues to generate legal ambiguity.

Mandatory Weather Pay

The bill would also require employers to pay workers their full
wages when shifts are canceled due to inclement weather and remote
work is not feasible. Employers would be prohibited from requiring
employees to use accrued leave to cover those hours.

This effectively mandates pay even when no work is performed
and no revenue is generated. For small businesses operating on
narrow margins, a weather closure could result in paying full wages

without corresponding income. The policy may also create perverse

BETHEL MAIL SERVICES

Offering all shipping carriers,
Copy Center, faxing, notary &

SPORTS CARDS
: ik :

£s7.202%
USPS » UPS » DHL » FEDX. CNEY

Curbside pickup Hours:
Monday Through Saturday
Now Open 9to 5 Monday - 11a.m.to6p.m.

Sunday
lla.m.to4 p.m.
71 South Main Street
Unit 10
Newtown, CT

203-730-1399

211 Greenwood Avenue, Bethel

incentives — making it financially harder for businesses to close
during unsafe conditions.

Expanded Worker Retention Mandates

A wotker retention law that currently applies to certain airport
food service employees would be expanded statewide. Under the
proposal, when service contracts change hands at hospitals, nursing
homes, warehouses, shopping centers, apartment complexes, schools,
or office buildings, incoming contractors must retain the previous
contractor’s workers for 90 days and may terminate only for just
cause during that period.

The contractor size threshold would drop from ten employees to
two, bringing nearly all small service businesses in the state under the
rule.

The bill also removes an existing provision allowing successor
contractors to decline to rehire employees whose attendance or
pertormance records “would lead a reasonably prudent employer to
terminate them.”

Under the proposed framework, even employees with documented
performance or attendance problems would have to be retained
during the transition period.

The result is a significant constraint on business flexibility,
particularly for small contractors inheriting employees they did not
hire.

Statewide “Violent Patient” Registry

The bill would require healthcare providers to report incidents of
violence against staft into a statewide system operated through
Connecticut’s Health Information Exchange. Those entries could
generate alerts to other providers if the patient seeks care elsewhere.

Because designation would be based on clinical reporting rather
than a criminal finding, the threshold for inclusion may vary. Patients
expetiencing mental-health crises, dementia, substance withdrawal,
or acute medical distress could be flagged.

For vulnerable populations — including the elderly, people with
cognitive impairments, psychiatric conditions, or developmental

disabilities — the practical consequence may be reduced access to
care. Providers receiving alerts may be more reluctant to schedule
appointments, accept transfers, or treat patients in non-emergency
settings, especially in understatted facilities already concerned about
safety risks.

Although an appeals process is included, the bill does not clearly
define timelines or removal standards. A disputed designation could
remain active during review, potentially affecting access to care.

While staff safety is an important goal, the proposal raises questions
about patient due process and unintended consequences for
vulnerable populations.

Teacher Terminations and Binding Arbitration

The bill would shift teacher termination decisions away from local
boatds of education and place final authority in the hands of an
independent hearing officer whose ruling would be binding.

This change removes elected local officials from the final decision-
making process and limits districts’ ability to challenge outcomes.
Because coutts typically defer to arbitration-style rulings, appeals
would become more difficult. School districts would also shate the
cost of the hearing officer, adding financial strain to personnel
disputes.

The proposal represents a substantial change in governance
structure and local accountability.

Election-Year Timing

A public hearing is scheduled for March 3. The breadth of the bill
— and the number of long-standing union priorities it addresses —
makes it one of the most consequential labor proposals of the session.

Regardless of political context, the implications are structural.
Businesses, municipalities, healthcare providers, and taxpayers will
live under the rules created here long after the legislative session ends.

Sweeping changes to employment law warrant careful review,
robust public debate, and transparent consideration. A bill of this
scale and consequence deserves nothing less.

@_@E+ﬁo\=
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Dear Bethel,
Budget Update
The Board of Selectmen

(BOS) and the Board of

Finance (BOF) have received
the budget presentations from
our leaders of  town
departments and from the
Board of Education. The
current budget
recommendation 1s for a 6.33%
increase over last year, which
represents a 5.11% increase in
the town budget and a 7.14%
increase in the school budget.
The BOS will deliberate on the
budget next Tuesday, March
3td at 3 pm at Town Hall in
Meeting Room A and prepare
a recommendation to be
presented to the BOF on
March 10th. To follow the
budget process and updates to
the budget, visit https://bethel-
ct.gov/depts-finance and select

First Selectman’s Update

the “Budget” link. Be sure to
matk your calendars for the
BOF Public Hearing on March
24th and the Annual Town

Meeting on April 7th!
Potholes
Potholes are always a

problem this time of year, so
please slow down and use
caution. Our highway crews
tepair  potholes, but when
conditions are cold or wet, the
material doesn’t bond as well
to the surrounding pavement
as when conditions are dry and
warm. This means that a
pothole may need to repaired
multiple times. If you hit a
pothole and experience damage
to your vehicle, you may
submit a damage claim with the
Town Clerk within 90 days.
Your written notice must be
specific  and  include, a2
description of the damage, the

cause of the damage, cost of

the damage, the exact time and
date of the occurrence, and the
precise location. Claims are
mnvestigated through the town’s
insurer. Investigators review
the circumstances (is  the
pothole the sole cause of the
damage, not speed or distracted

Color

Your World!

Orchids, Primroses, Air Plants,
Succulents, Gift Baskets
& much more!

Our greenhouse is filled with

beautiful flowering plants.
Bring the beauty of color
into your home.

driving), the type and location
of the pothole, determine if the
town had been previously

notified of the issue, and if

crews had been given a
reasonable amount of time to
tepair the pothole. Also, some
potholes are as a tesult of utility
repair road cuts and might be
the responsibility of the utility
company ot their contractor.
Bottom line, slow down!

1-84 Flex Lane

Last year the CT DOT
completed a study of the 1-84
corridor through our agea. CT
DOT is proposing to install a
“Flex Lane” along I1-84 in
Danbury between Interchanges
3 and 7 that allow vehicles to
use the median shoulder as a
travel lane westbound during
the weekday morning peak
period and the eastbound
during the weekday afternoon
peak petiod. This project
should help reduce backups on
1-84 westbound and traffic on
Stony Hill Rd. There are two
Public Information Meetings
on the 1-84 Flex Lane project
in March. The first meeting is
an  in-person meeting on
Thursday, March 5th at 5:30

Iin Bloom Sn

Oher 62

pm at St. Joseph Church Hall,
376 Main Street, Danbury. The
second meeting is a virtual
meeting on Tuesday, March
10th at 12 pm. For more
information, visit
www.i84danbury.com/upcomi
ng-events-meetings/.  Mote
mformation on the Flex Lane
PIO]CCt, Vi 151t
www.i84danbury.com/flex]
ane/.

Hands-Only CPR Challenge

From a very impressed
Health Diector: Last we heard
was Bethel was a contender for
winning the “Hands-Only CPR
Challenge,” in honor
American Heart month! In
addition to bragging rights, we
win by having more residents
ready to save a life. All it takes
is watching a short, Hands-
Only CPR video. Click HERE
to watch the video and submit
the two-question survey. Final
results announced in March.
Good Luck!

Bethel Mural Project

The Bethel Mural Project
continues! The join your Bethel
friends and neighbors for a
“Community Tile Making” at
the Kind Works Studio in

All Seasons S

of

Stony Hill Wednesday, March
4th from 12 pm to 6 pm,
and/or Saturday, March 7th
from 10 am to 2 pm
Opportunities to paint the tiles
will begin later in March. The
finished tiles will be used for a
custom Kind Works mural on
the side of Town Halll Learn
more at https://www.kind-
works.org/events.

There is a fundraising goal
of $6,000 that will be matched
by the Sustamnable CT
Community Match Fund, so
click HERE to learn about the
fundraising campaign and how
to contribute.

Restaurant Week
Don’t forget Bethel
Restaurant Week 2026

continues through this Sunday,
March 1st. Restaurant Week is
a great time to support your
favorite eateries and try new
ones, especially at a time when
our restaurants can really use
our support. Share your foodie
pics on soctal media and tag
#bethelrestaurantweek2026
and be automatically entered in
a Restaurant Week Raffle for a
chance to win a $25 restaurant
gift card — the more you dine

All Reasons*

u rserleJ-

landia 2

Years & Snll Growwag

Where Cumbomser Scrywce Nover B aperes
Fwmedy (Poscd sl Odpurated Semoc | %0

and post, the more chances you
have to win! For participants
and menus:
https:/ /bethelchamberofcom
merce.com/events/2026/resta
urant-week-copy.

PBL Mini Golf

Matk your calendars for the
Bethel Public Library Board of
Directors at their “Beer, Wine
and Mini Golf ‘fore’ the
Library” fundraiser on Friday,
March 27th from 6 pm to 9
pm. Adults ages 21 and over
will enjoy beer, wine, and food
from local restaurants and
businesses while playing a
round of mini golf. On
Saturday, March 28th all ages
are invited to play 18 holes.
Tickets are now on sale. Check
0 u t
www.bethellibrary.org/ minig

olf/ for all the details,
sponsors, and tickets!
Shoutouts

A huge shoutout to Julia
Andrade for a perfect 10.0 on
floor exercise at the Xcel Silver
Division of the All American
Challenge at Mohegan Sun
arenal At 10 years old, Julia
captivated the judges with a
flawless routinel Thank you

coaches Ashley and Mihael-
Catalin from Kratos
Gymnastics in  Bethel for
hclpmg young gymnasts to
realize their dreams!

Good Luck BBDI IceCats
in the SWC First Round on
Magch 4th at 5:30 pm at the
Danbury Ice Arena!

Congrats Elliot Hellmann
with  boys basketball, our
Athlete of the Week! Elliot
became a 1000pt scorer in the
Wildeats opening round SWC
win over New Miltord!

Congrats to the Lady
Wildcats with a win over
Masuk this week in the SWC
Quarterfinals.  Good luck
against Joel Batlow tomorrow!

Congrats to the Bethel
DECA students who
competed at the State Career
Development Conference this
week! A shoutout to Elijah
Wright tor 4th in Marketing
Communications and to Aidan
Badia and Yuvi Soni for placing
5th in Entrepreneurship Team
Decision Making.

Have a great weekend!

Dan

available by
Bundles & Cords

A Gift Certificate
from Hollandia is
Alwuys Appreciated!

Ready NOW!

Spring Seed Starter Kits,
Seeds, & Soil

House plants - Flowering plants
Special Gifts

Hollandia Gift & Garden
203-792-0268
9s Stony Hill Rd/Rt 6, Bethel

8% www.ctgrown.com

WINTER HOURS
Closed Mon & Tues » Open Wed-Sun. l0am-4pm,
or by Appointment (call 203-792-025%)

We will dote during clezert weather weascn
Flease call 205370 QXY 1o confirm we are open
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