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Congratulations to senior
Elliot Hellmann for scoring
his 1,000th point on February
25th. Elliot becomes the
second player this season to
achieve this very impressive
milestone, after Victor Oloke
who scored his 1,000th point
on February 14th. They are
the 9th and the 10th player in
BHS school history to have

their name added to the 1,000
point basketball banner.
Other BHS players to achieve
1,000 points include Art Terry
in 1971, Steve Ruiz in 1985,
Greg Sutton in 1995, Kerri
Kaylor in 2001, Dan Garvin
in 2013, Maranda Nyborg in
2020, Tom Fancher in 1991
and Emma Huedepohl in
2025.

The Fairfield County CT
Chamber of Commerce has
launched a new program with
several participation levels,
starting at free. The county wide
chamber seeks to promote
businesses and communities
within Fairfield County and to
promote the county to
neighboring counties and states.

The organization believes that
in order for local businesses and
communities to thrive, they need
to promote themselves across a
wide range of nearby
communities. To facilitate that,
they have created 24 individual
branches, one for each
community in Fairfield County,
and have also defined 3 zones,
each containing 8 communities,
to help local businesses focus on
the communities they need.

With the demise of a number
of local chambers, including
Newtown and Brookfield, the
Fairfield County chamber hopes
to fill that void, too. And
memberships include a
subscription to the new Fairfield
County Business magazine, with

local expert content in a variety
of topics.

Anyone interested in learning
more can visit their website at
www.fairfieldcountyctchamber.
com or email them at
info@fairfieldcountyctchmaber.
com

Newly Updated Local
Things To Do  Lists 100s

of Local Events
See page 5

As Interest Rates Drop,
Some Listings Are Reduced

At Home listings
See page 4

First Selectman Update
Dan Carter’s weekly update

See page 7

Arts
Free Painting Demonstration

See page 2

Pets
Marco is a sweet pup looking

for a new home
See page 2

Gardening
Getting ready for Spring with

UCONN online course
See page 2

Doing Good
You can treat a veteran to a free

meal.
See page 2

Municipal Calendars
Findout what meetings are

coming up this week
See page 2

Dining
The region’s largest directory of

local dining in, take out and
catering

See page 3

Issues
The Yankee Institute

Legislative Update
See page 6

Bethel Police
Promote Three

Two BHS Players Each
Score Their 1,000th Point

New Chamber Comes To Town – In Brief –

Parents Complain About Fundraiser Selling
VIP Access To School Graduations

Practice May Violate IRS, State And Federal Law And School Policy

When former Chairman of
the Bethel Action Committee
and Bethel native Matthew
Paulsen posted online about
the Bethel Education
Foundation auction once
again including items selling
VIP seating and parking at
Bethel’s High School
graduation and also at other
Bethel School Moving Up
ceremonies, a number of
parents posted disapproval of
the schools giving preferential
treatment to families that can
afford it at a public
recognition of academic
achievement.

One parent posted “My
child is a BHS senior
graduating this year. How

dare this be a thing. In what
realm is it ok to auction off
seats. This is preposterous on
any level. Every single family
that has been on this journey
from Kindergarten is entitled
to the same amount of tickets
and the right to be there. This
is madness.”

Another agreed, posting “It
definitely doesn’t have a good
look.”

And another joined in the
discussion, saying “Why
should a family that has the
extra means have that
privilege before other families
that don’t when we are all at
the same point in this journey.
Find another way to make
money.”

On Tuesday, February 24, 2026,
the Bethel Police Department held
a promotional ceremony for three
officers: Officer Michael Iadarola
has been promoted to Sergeant,
Sergeant Adam Cleary has been
promoted to Lieutenant and

Lieutenant Michael Libertini has
been  promoted to Deputy Chief.

In a statement, the Department
said “Congratulations to you all on
your promotions and we wish you
the best in your new roles!”

Courtesy photos show Officer Iadarola, Sergeant Cleary and Lieutenant Libertini being sworn in by Town Clerk
Lisa Bergh during their recent promotion ceremony.

U.S. And Israel Attack Iran
Iran Retaliation Includes Attacking Arab Countries

Early Saturday morning, the United States
and Israeli militaries coordinated strikes
targeting military and strategic sites within the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Citing an "existential
threat" posed by Tehran’s nuclear and missile
programs, Israeli leaders described the assault
as a pre-emptive operation aimed at degrading
Iran's offensive capabilities, while U.S. officials
framed the action as part of "major combat
operations" to protect national and regional
security. Explosions were reported across
several Iranian cities, including Tehran, as civil
defense sirens wailed and airspace closures were
swiftly enacted.

The joint U.S.-Israeli attack, called "Epic
Fury" by the Pentagon, came after weeks of
escalating tensions and a major U.S. military
buildup in the region. The U.S. had said it was
trying to negotiate a deal with Iran to limit its
nuclear program, holding the most recent
round of talks on Thursday in Geneva.
President Trump said those efforts had failed.

Iran responded within hours, launching a
wave of missiles and drones aimed at Israeli
territory and U.S. military forces stationed in
the Gulf region, including facilities in Bahrain,
Qatar, and Kuwait. Sirens also echoed across
Israel as air defense systems worked to
intercept incoming projectiles.

Tehran's foreign ministry issued a statement,
asserting its right to defend its sovereignty and

warning that "all American and Israeli assets
and interests in the Middle East have become
a legitimate target" following what it described
as a violation of international law.

The attacks and retaliation follow months of
diplomatic deadlock over Iran's nuclear
development program and missile capabilities.
With negotiations to curb Tehran's programs
apparently stalled, Saturday's military exchange
has cast doubt on the prospects for
compromise and raised fears among global
leaders that the conflict could draw in
additional regional and international actors.

Gulf Arab states, where Iran's retaliation
struck airspace and territory, expressed alarm
and condemned the attacks as breaches of
sovereignty. Qatar, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, and Kuwait each issued statements
decrying the strikes on their soil and
underscoring the risk of further destabilization
should the conflict widen. Saudi Arabia said
"The Kingdom affirms its full solidarity with
and unwavering support for the brotherly
countries, and its readiness to place all its
capabilities at their disposal in support of any
measures they may undertake," the Saudi
foreign ministry said in a statement. "The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia calls on the
international community to condemn these
blatant attacks and to take all firm measures
necessary to confront Iranian violations that

undermine the security and stability of the
region."

The international response beyond the
Middle East has been mixed, with European
leaders urging restraint and renewed diplomatic
efforts to avert full-scale war. Officials from
France, Germany, and the United Kingdom
called on Iran to pursue a negotiated solution
and condemned the violence on all sides,
emphasizing civilian casualties and regional
stability. Russia condemned the U.S.–Israeli
strikes as an unprovoked act of aggression and
signaled support for Iran’s push for a United
Nations Security Council session.

"Our objective is to defend the American
people by eliminating imminent threats from
the Iranian regime, a vicious group of very hard,
terrible people," President Trump said.

Every president since the adoption of the
War Powers Act in 1973, from Gerald Ford
through the current administration, has
engaged in military operations without seeking
a formal declaration of war or specific advance
congressional approval for those individual
actions. The War Powers Act requires the
president to notify Congress within 48 hours
of committing armed forces to military action
and allows for military operations to continue
for 60 to 90 days without congressional
authorization. There have been 168 such
actions since 1973.

For the second time in February, after a significant snowfall, Bethel
Department of Public Works teams worked overnight to clear away
dangerous mountains of snow lining Greenwood Avenue and blocking
safe access to the sidewalk.

Bethel businesses and the Bethel Business Network had been asking
the Knickerbocker administration to do this as a safety concern for
years and those requests were ignored for years.

First Selectman Dan Carter and the Board of Selectmen, however,
took the initiative to make this happen, and local business owners,
diners and shoppers seem very grateful for the relief and added safety.

“What a difference!” Exclaimed one business owner. “I nearly broke
my neck after the the snowstorm. Thank goodness they removed it,”
said a downtown shopper.

Staff and courtesy photos

What A Difference A Day Makes!
Downtown Businesses And Customers Cheer Snow Cleanup

One of 30 items donated by Bethel Public Schools to the Bethel Education Foundation 2026
online auction

One parent posted in
support of the ticket auction,
saying “Do you know what
BEF does with the money? It
goes right back in to our
schools. To provide grants
and opportunities for our
students that they otherwise
won’t have.”

The Bethel Education
Foundation does indeed make
grants and awards to the
schools and to teachers.
According to their website
they provided over $8,000 in
grants and awards last year.
However, the awards to
teachers may violate state law
that prohibits individuals or
groups from giving gifts
worth more than $50 (C.T.
General Statute 1-84).  The
Awards BEF has given to
teachers are typically $500, or
ten time more then the legal
limit.

Bethel Schools policy also
discourages such gifts. It
states under the heading
“Gifts to School Personnel”
the following:

“Students, parents, and
other patrons of the Bethel
Public Schools shall be
discouraged from the routine
presentation of gifts to
employees.

When a student expresses a
desire to present a gift to a
staff member, the gift shall
not be elaborate or unduly
expensive.

The Board shall consider as
always welcome, and in most
cases more appropriate than
gifts, the writing of letters to
staff members expressing
gratitude or appreciation.

This policy is not intended
to discourage acts of
generosity in unusual

situations, and simple
remembrances expressive of
affection or gratitude shall not
be regarded as a violation.

Policy Adopted:  July 22,
1991

Policy Revised:  9/9/2004
1313-P&P0-2-R04”
Additionally, school policy

requires any organization
making a gift, grant or bequest
to the schools must provide a
completed form 3240. The 5th

entry on form 3240 includes
this statement: “No Goods or
Services were provided by the
Bethel Public Schools/Bethel
Board of Education in
exchange for your
contribution.” However the
schools donate the parking
and the seats for the Bethel
Education Foundation
auction. In fact, Bethel Public
Schools this year have
donated 30 auction items
valued at more than $2,600,
or 34% of all items in the
online auction. Private donors
have contributed another 44
items worth just over $4,900.

IRS regulations also
prohibit donating items to be
sold with the proceeds
returned to the donor.
Experts consulted by the
Community Gazette have
confirmed that this would
include public schools.

The Bethel Education
Foundation has not
responded to several requests
for comment. Outgoing
Schools Superintendent Dr.
Carver indicated that she had
sent our inquiry to the school
district attorney. We have not
received any additional
comment after holding this
story for several days.

Photo at left shows DPW crews removing snow from downtown overnight, middle photo shows downtown that morning and photo at right shows downtown the next morning.
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